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THOUGHT  FOR  THE  DAY 


Go  the  extra  mile.  It's  never  crowded. " 


FROM  THE  PRESIDENT: 


My  Fellow  COINHUSKERS, 

So  much  has  changed  since  I  last  wrote  you.  We  will  forever 

tk 

remember  September  1 1  and  the  change  that  has  affected  all  of  us.  We  no 
longer  feel  safe  as  we  set  our  travel  plans.  Those  of  us  who  used  to  fly  to 
shows  now  wonder  if  we  should  drive.  Our  security  blanket  is  gone,  perhaps 
forever.  We  heed  to  keep  our  leaders  in  our  thought  and  prayers  as  they 
attempt  to  bring  life  back  to  some  semblance  of  normal. 

One  thing  that  has  changed  is  the  fact  that  gold  and  silver  are  no 
longer  tied  to  a  national  emergency.  After  a  quick  spurt  in  September,  both 
have  gone  down  on  the  market.  If  you  have  the  courage  to  buy,  it  may  be  a 
good  time. 

Plans  are  progressing  nicely  for  the  state  show.  My  biggest  concern  is 
the  YN  auction.  We  need  to  have  you  really  promoting  it.  Please  talk  it  up 
at  your  meetings.  The  life  blood  of  numismatics  is  getting  new  people 
interested.  More  about  this  in  the  next  newsletter. 

Sincerely, 

Jim  Crosby 


Jim  Crosby 
720  W.  Columbia 
Albion,  NE  68620 
Phone  (402)395-2396 
Email:  ircrosbv@albion.net 


John  J.  Gabarron  -Honorary  Life  Member  No.  2  of  the  Nebraska 
Numismatic  Association  died  October  4,  2001.  John  was  one  of  the  founding 
members  of  the  N.N.A.  John  was  a  retired  chief  of  the  Fire  Protection 
Bureau  in  Lincoln. 


AmericanNumismatic 

ASSOCIATION 

818  North  Cascade  Avenue 
Colorado  Springs,  CO  80903-3279 
719  /  632-2646  •  FAX:  719  /  634-4085 
ana@money.org 
http://www.money.org 


October  19,  2001 


Dear  Mr.  Drake: 

The  late  John  J.  Gabarron  is  best  remembered  as  sergeant-at-arms,  then 
sergeant-at-arms  emeritus  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association.  No 
convention  banquet  ever  began  without  John  marshalling  the  head  table  guests 
to  their  places  overlooking  the  festivities  of  the  evening.  He  executed  his 
responsibilities  with  the  precision  of  a  drill  master,  a  position  he  once  held  with 
the  Lincoln  Fire  Department 

What  many  numismatist  do  not  realize  is  that  John  gave  over  a  decade  of 
his  life  serving  fellow  collectors  as  Librarian  of  the  ANA  His  home  was  the 
library  from  1957  to  1967  when  he  personally  moved  the  books  to  the  then  new 
facilities  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association  on  the  campus  of  Colorado 
College,  in  Colorado  Springs. 

Too  soon  we  forget  the  dedication  of  volunteers  like  John  J.  Gabarron. 

To  help  remedy  the  situation  we  would  like  to  dedicate  one  or  more  new 
museum  cases  m  his  memory,  the  number  dependent  on  the  results  of  this 
solicitation.  A  large  24"  x  36"  exhibit  case  costs  $3,000.  As  sufficient  funds  are 
raised,  an  inscribed  bronze  plate  will  be  affixed  to  each  case. 

We  are  addressing  this  solicitation  solely  to  the  members  and  friends 
living  in  his  home  state  of  Nebraska.  We  hope  you  will  help  perpetuate  the 
memory  of  a  man  who  did  so  much  for  the  hobby. 


Edward  C.  Rochette  3  • 

Executive  Director 


THE  AMERICAN 
NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE: 
November  15, 2001 
CONTACT:  Stephen  L.  Bobbitt 

NATIONAL  COIN  WEEK  PROMOTERS  CAN  WIN  ANA 
SUMMER  SEMINAR  SCHOLARSHIPS 

The  American  Numismatic  Association  (ANA)  is  offering  two  full  scholarships  to  an  ANA  Summer 
Seminar  at  the  Associations  headquarters  for  the  best  promotions  of  the  79th  observance  of  the  National 
Coin  Week,  April  21-27, 2002. 

This  year's  National  Coin  Week  theme  is  "Faces  of  Time,"  focusing  on  the  people  whose  portraits  have 
graced  coins  through  the  ages,  according  to  ANA  Education  Director  Gail  Baker. 

"During  National  Coin  Week  2002,  the  ANA  wants  people  to  pay  attention  to  their  money  and  the  faces 
looking  back  at  them,"  Baker  says.  "With  the  United  States  Mint  issuing  fresh  50  State  quarter  designs 
every  10  weeks,  people  everywhere  are  thinking  about  the  images  on  our  money.  Even  members  of 
Congress  have  expressed  enthusiasm,  asking  numismatic  hobby  leaders  for  ideas,  and  officials  at  the 
Umted  States  Mint  are  looking  into  coinage  redesign. 

"But  going  far  beyond  an  old  item's  collector  value,"  Baker  adds,  "holding  a  coin  from  50, 100  or  even 
1,000  years  ago  can  begin  an  exciting  journey  of  discovery  into  the  honor,  recognition,  politics  and 
power  behind  the  face  that  appears  on  the  small  piece  of  round  metal." 

The  Association  is  encouraging  its  members  to  join  in  the  National  Coin  Week  celebration  by  offering 
two  full  scholarships  -  including  airfare,  tuition,  meals  and  lodging  -  to  a  future  ANA  Summer  Seminar 
held  in  Colorado  Springs,  Colorado.  Two  one-week  seminars  are  conducted  each  summer  with  more 
than  30  classes  and  more  than  10  mini-seminars  on  a  wide  variety  of  fascinating  areas,  including  United 
States  coin  grading;  the  numismatics  of  biblical,  Roman,  Byzantine  and  American  Revolutionary 
periods;  Asian,  English  and  Mexican  coinage;  U.S.  and  world  paper  money;  and  counterfeit  detection. 

Some  activities  collectors  can  do  during  National  Coin  Week  are: 

•  Design  a  web  page  exhibiting  the  faces  on  coins  of  yesterday  and  today. 

•  Present  a  talk  on  the  people  behind  the  portrait  on  a  coin  -  the  person  who  is  portrayed  and  the 
artist  who  created  the  image. 

•  Visit  the  United  States  Mint  Web  site  -  www.usmint.gov  -  to  see  the  faces  that  appear  and  will 
appear  on  circulating,  commemorative  and  bullion  coins. 

•  Mount  a  National  Coin  Week  exhibit  at  a  library,  bank  or  school. 

The  ANA  will  present  a  special  exhibit  award  for  the  best  National  Coin  Week  display  mounted  at  the 
Association's  National  Money  Show™  in  Jacksonville,  Florida,  March  7-9, 2002.  Exhibits  will  be 
judged  on  their  educational  content.  (Exhibit  application  deadline  is  February  1 1, 2002.  Complete  rules 
for  exhibiting  are  on  the  ANA  web  site  at  www.money.org/exhibitniles2002)ac.html.)  The  winner  of  the 
exhibit  award  will  receive  a  scholarship  to  an  ANA  Summer  Seminar. 

The  other  full  scholarship  will  be  given  to  the  collector  or  coin  club  who  submits  a  report  of  the  best  and 
most  innovative  way  in  which  they  promoted  National  Coin  Week  and  the  theme  "Faces  of  Time." 
(Entries  for  National  Coin  Week  2002  awards  must  be  received  by  tire  ANA  on  or  before  May  31, 2002. 
Winners  will  be  notified  by  June  30, 2002,  and  awards  will  be  presented  at  the  ANA  World's  Fair  of 
Money®  in  New  York  City,  July  31 -August  4.) 

For  more  information  about  National  Coin  Week  2002,  contact  the  ANA  Education  Department,  818  N. 
Cascade  Ave.,  Colorado  Springs,  CO  80903-3279;  telephone  719/632-2646;  fax  719/634-4085;  E-mail 
anaedu@money.org;  web  site  www.money.org. 
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TAKE  A  CLOSER 


Why  Do  You  Belong? 

When  someone  asks  you  why  you’re 
a  member  of  the  American  Numismatic 
Association,  you  can  tell  them: 


American  Numismatic  Association 

818  North  Cascade  Avenue 
Colorado  Springs,  CO  80903-3279 
719/632-2646  •  Fax:  719/634-4085 


I  belong  because  I  don’t  know  all  there  is  www.money.org 

to  know  about  numismatics.  E-Mail:  anamem@money.org 

I  belong  because  I  want  to  take  advantage  of  the 
exceptional  educational  programs  and  seminars. 

I  belong  because  I  want  to  attend  world-class  conventions,  where  I  can  exchange  ideas  with  others 
and  learn  from  their  experiences. 

I  belong  because  the  ANA  represents  my  Interests  on  state  and  federal  levels. 

I  belong  because  the  American  Numismatic  Association  is  a  well-respected  organization,  and  my 
membership  enhances  my  reputation  with  the  public  and  fellow  collectors. 

I  belong  because  the  American  Numismatic  Association  safeguards  and  promotes  my  hobby. 


If  you  don’t  belong  to  the  ANA,  you’re  missing  out. 


47th  ANNUAL  NEBRASKA  NUMISMATIC  ASSOCIATION 

COIN  SHOW 

Hnd  Convention 

Sponsored  by  The  Platte  Ualley  Coin  Club 

Grand  Island 
Interstate  Holiday  Inn 

Junction  of  1-80  &  Highway  281 

May  18-19,  2002 

Saturday:  9:00  -  5:00 
Sunday:  9:00  -  3:00 


Coins,  Tokens,  Medals,  Currency 
Siluer  &  Gold 
Buy  Sell  Trade 

Rivards  for  Educational  Exhibits 
Free  Admission  &  Parking 
Free  Voung  Numismatists’  Ruction 
Free  Professional  Appraisals 

Tom  J.  Hammond 
P.O.Box  1692 

North  Platte,  NE  69103-1692 
(308)  534-5838 
tjscolns@nque.com 


For  Bourse  Information  &  Contracts,  Contact: 


ana  38035 


14021489-5007 


ROGER  L.  WINKELHAKE 

Coins 

Bur  •  Sell  •  Trade 


p.O.  Box  6071 
UNCOLN.  NE  68506 


Metal  Detectors 

Authorized  Dealer 


Carl  E.  Adrian 

Owner 


S  &  P  Coin,  Stamp  &  Jewelry 
123  S.  Santa  Fe 
I  Salina,  KS  67401 


SP-COIN@SWBaL.NET 
785-827-9766  Ph 
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J.  S.  Schreiber,  ANA  7477 
“Just  as  anxious  to  buy  as  to  sell” 
Coins  -  Currency  -  Stamps  -  Tokens 

Collecting  since  1929 
ANA  Member  over  60  years 


MIDWEST  COIN  CABINET 


Quality  United  States 
Collector/Investor  Coins  St  Currency 
Bought  /  Sold  /  Traded 

Box  1692 

North  Platte,  NE  69103 
(308)  534-5838 
E-Mail:  tJscolns@nque.com 
http://www.tjscolns.com 

ANA  LM  *4253  CSNS  LM  *518 


Thomas  J.  Hammond 
Sole  Proprietor 


STEVEN  C.  DRAKE 


NEBRASKA  NUMISMATIC  ASSOCIATION 

402-571-5421  Omaha,  Nebraska  68134 


Recruit  A  New 
Member  to  the  NNA 


The  Hobby  House 

James  L  Crosby 

WE  BUY  720  W.  Columbia 

AND  SELL  llll  j)  Albion,  NE  68620 
RARE  COINS  (402)395-2396 

All  Coins  kept  in  the  bank 
CALL  FOR  APPOINTMENT 


Ph:  402-571-5758 


@/uk&  "Seufin, 

Wanted 

Nebraska 

Tokens-Centennial  Medals 
Encased  Pennys 

5564  N.  61  Ave. 
Omaha,  NE.  68104-1614 


Buying  and  Selling 


Free  Appraisals 


R.  A.  WOLVER  COIN  CO. 

U.S.  Coins  &  Coin  Supplies 


309  North  11th  Street 
Oskaloosa,  IA  52577 


(64 1)  673-6677  (Office) 
(641)  673-6633  (Home) 


(Emits 

Buying  Coin  Collections 
Gold  and  Silver 


Clarence  A.  McKee 
Ph:  641-672-2763 


103  High  Ave.  W.  -  Box  11 
Oskaloosa,  IA.  52577 


FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  October  30,  2001 
CONTACT:  Stephen  Bobbitt 


American  Numismatic 

ASSOCIATION 

818  North  Cascade  Avenue 
Colorado  Springs,  CO  80903-3279 
Voice:  (719)  632-2646 
Fax:  (719)  634-4085 
E-mail:  anapub@money.org 
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FOUNDED  1891 


Free  Web  Site  for  ANA  Member  Clubs 

The  American  Numismatic  Association  (ANA)  now  is  providing  web 
sites  and  E-mailboxes  to  member  clubs  at  no  charge. 

'This  new  benefit  includes  a  user  I.D.  and  password  for  placing  the 
club’s  web  site  on  a  secure  computer,  running  the  market-leading  Apache 
web  server  on  the  UNIX  operating  system,"  says  Information 
Technology  Department  Director  Susie  Nulty.  “All  files  are  backed  up 
daily,  and  E-mail  aliases  are  available.” 

For  those  interested  in  the  technical  aspects,  Nulty  adds  that  E-mail 
may  be  read  “with  a  browser  or  other  reader  using  'POP3'  or  ‘IMAP.’ 
Additionally,  complex  E-mail  routing  may  be  set  up  using  ‘Procmail.’  Use 
of  the  standard  ‘Perl,’  'PHP‘  and  'C'  language  packages  is  included,  as 
well  as  the  'analog'  program  developed  at  Cambridge  University  for 
statistical  analysis  of  web  usage." 

Two  ANA-member  organizations  already  are  taking  advantage  of  the 
service:  Edmonton  Numismatic  Society  fedmontoncoinclub.com)  and 
Central  States  Numismatic  Society  fcentralstates.info).  Two  other  clubs 
are  in  the  process  of  setting  up  their  sites:  New  England  Numismatic 
Association  fnenacoin.org).  Crescent  City  Coin  Club  fcrescentcitvcoin 
club.org) 

Dan  Gosling,  a  member  of  the  Edmonton  Numismatic  Society,  says, 

“I  am  really  pleased  and  very  thankful  for  the  ANA’s  generosity  and  the 
staffs  hard  work  in  helping  us  set  this  up.  Membership  in  the  ANA 
definitely  has  its  rewards." 


8. 


Before  it  can  participate,  a  club  must  have  a  registered  domain  name,  available  for  as  little  as 
$25  per  year  from  a  variety  of  providers  (such  as  netsol.com.) 

The  ANA  will  continue  to  offer  clubs  free  web-page  hosting  under  its  monev.org  domain.  To 
view  examples,  visit: 

•  The  Washington  Numismatic  Society  (www.monev.ora/clubs/wns/wns  index.htmh 

•  The  Maryland  Token  and  Medal  Society  (www.monev.org/clubs/mdtams/mdtams.htmn 

For  more  information  about  how  an  ANA  member  club  can  take  advantage  of  the  new  web 
service,  contact  IT  Director  Susie  Nulty  at  800/367-9723  (ext.  110),  or  E-mail  mis@money.org. 


Euro  Coins  Could  Cause  Skin  Disease  -  Study 

STOCKHOLM  (Reuters)  -  Two  of  the  eight  euro  coins  due  to  come  into  circulation  in  January 
release  so  much  nickel  that  people  allergic  to  the  metal  could  develop  hand  eczema,  according 
to  a  study  obtained  by  Reuters  on  Friday. 

Just  five  minutes  of  contact  with  one-euro  (88  U.S.  cents)  and  two-euro  coins  containing  nickel 
alloy  could  trigger  symptoms,  including  skin  inflammation  or  itching,  the  study  by  a  Swedish 
dermatologist  and  British  laboratory  scientist  said. 

Earlier  studies  which  tested  French,  British  and  Swedish  coins  containing  nickel  were  also 
found  to  have  the  potential  to  cause  nickel  allergies,  it  said. 

Fifteen  percent  of  all  women  and  two  to  five  percent  of  men  in  the  industrialized  world  are 
prone  to  nickel  allergy. 

In  the  study,  two-euro  coins  were  bathed  for  a  week  in  a  solution  resembling  human  sweat  to 
imitate  the  effects  of  people  handling  coins. 

The  amount  of  nickel  released  from  the  euro  coins  was  up  to  30  times  above  a  level  regarded  by 
scientists  as  the  concentration  threshold  for  reactivity  to  a  single  exposure. 

"Contamination  of  hands  with  nickel  was  shown  to  occur  by  handling  cupro-nickel  coins  for 
five  minutes,"  the  study  said. 

Cupro-nickel  is  an  alloy  containing  copper  and  nickel. 

The  study,  published  earlier  this  year  in  the  journal  Contact  Dermatitis,  was  written  by 
dermatologist  Caro  la  Liden  at  Sweden's  Karolinska  Institute  and  Stephen  Carter  of  Britain's 
Laboratory  of  the  Government  Chemist  in  Middlesex. 

"Whilst  ordinary  consumers  handle  coins  infrequently  for  short  periods  of  time,  many  shop 
assistants  and  cashiers  in  shops,  banks  and  post  offices  handle  coins  during  large  parts  of  their 
workday,"  it  said. 

Between  30  and  40  percent  of  nickel-sensitive  people  tended  to  develop  hand  eczema,  an 
inflammation  of  the  skin  which  could  lead  to  sick  leave  or  change  of  jobs. 

EU  scientists,  environmentalists,  dermatologists  and  the  nickel  industry  considered  nickel 
allergy  potential  when  the  composition  of  the  euro  coins  were  decided,  the  study  said. 

Coins  are  exempt  from  the  ELTs  nickel  directive,  which  limits  the  amount  of  nickel  in  products 
sucn  as  jewelry  or  watches  that  come  into  direct  contact  with  the  skin. 

The  one-  and  two-euro  coins  have  a  potential  nickel  release  up  to  100  times  greater  than  the  EU 
directive's  upper  limit,  the  study  found. 


ST.  NICK  BANK  NOTES 


By  Barbara  Gregory 

As  busy  as  he  is  during  the  holiday  season— how  did  Santa  Claus  ever 
find  time  to  pose  for  a  series  of  bank  notes  in  19th  century  America? 

In  the  mid- 1800s,  the  Saint  Nicholas  Bank  in  New  York  City  released 
its  own  paper  money  bearing  engraved  images  of  Santa  Claus  delivering 
toys  and  sweets  to  good  little  girls  and  boys.  They’re  know  today  as 
“obsolete”  bank  notes  because  they’re  no  longer  legal  tender — and  they 
were  produced  before  paper  money  was  officially  introduced  by  the  United 
States  government  in  the  early  1860s. 

The  bank  commissioned  the  whimsical  notes  from  private  printers  in 
several  denominations — including  $3  bills.  Because  few  records  survive 
from  these  companies,  we  can  only  guess  who  created  these  animated 
engravings  of  St.  Nick. 

Like  most  obsolete  currency,  St.  Nick  notes  are  printed  on  one  side 
only.  Today,  they’re  highly  sought  as  collectibles,  both  by  paper  money 
enthusiasts  and  Santa  devotees.  But  because  they’re  paper,  and  not  as 
durable  as  coins,  the  notes  are  often  had  to  find  in  good  condition. 

Santa  Claus  also  appeared  on  two  other  forms  of  money:  checks, 
which  were  payable  at  the  Saint  Nicholas  National  Bank,  and  paper  money 
called  “notgeld.”  Notgeld,  which  literally  means  “emergency  money,”  was 
issued  primarily  in  Germany  and  Austria  during  World  War  I,  and  in  the 
years  of  hyper-inflation  which  followed  the  war.  More  than  a  dozen 
communities  in  Germany  issued  notgeld  with  Christmas  themes — including 
four  notes  showing  the  bearded  Kids  Kringle.  Three  Austrian  communities 
released  Christmas  notes  as  well — one  of  them  featuring  the  jlly  old  elf  with 
an  array  of  toys  and  angels. 


This  article  came  from  the  "Mone)i  Talk"  series  program  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association.  This 
program  was  underwritten  by  Whitman  Coin  Products,  a  division  of  Golden  Boob. 
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In  Lee  Booksellers 

Piedmont  Shops 
Cotner  Blvd.  At  A  Street 
Lincoln,  Nebraska  68510 
(402)  489-COIN 
FAX  (402)  489-2770 


John  Veach  Gerhard  Niebuhr 

Franklin  H.  Mills  James  L  McKee 


Where  Coin  Cottecfars 


Shop  for  Wert  swear 


•  MENSWEAR 

•  TUXEDO 

RENTALS 


•  LEVI'S 


Toll  Free:  1-888-837-0142 
Web  Page:  www.sampters.com 
E-mail:  sales@sampters.com 


517  N.  MAIN  ST.  •  DOWNTOWN  FREMONT 
402-727-1531 


BOB  MISSEL 
OWNER/MANAGER 


BTORE  HOURfli  Monday  thru  Friday  9sOO  a.m  to  3:30  p.m. 
Thursday  Cvanings  until  8i30  p.m. 

Saturday  9iOO  a.m--3:00  p.m.)  Sunday  Noon  to  4:00  p.m. 


Mint  lays  off  temporary  employees,  may  reduce 
permanent  workforce 

By  Kellie  Lunney 
klunnev@govexec.com 

The  U.S.  Mint  is  laying  off  more  than  350  employees,  many  of  them  seasonal 
and  temporary  workers,  because  of  the  sluggish  economy,  an  agency  spokesman 
said  Monday. 

The  agency,  which  has  laid  off  about  245  seasonal  and  temporary  employees 
nationwide  since  August,  has  not  ruled  out  reducing  its  permanent  workforce 
through  attrition  and  retirement,  according  to  Mint  spokesman  Matt  Kilboume. 
So  far,  there  are  no  specific  jobs  within  the  permanent  workforce  that  are 
targeted  for  cuts. 

“We  are  a  close-knit  organization,  and  we  value  our  employees  dearly,” 
Kilboume  said.  “Like  any  organization,  it  is  regrettable  that  we  have  to  look  at 
workforce  reduction,  but  we  must  operate  in  an  efficient  manner  to  maintain  the 
public  trust.” 

In  the  late  1990s,  the  U.S.  Mint  was  transformed  from  a  stereotypical 
government  bureaucracy  to  a  booming  business  with  approximately  $3.7  billion 
in  annual  revenues.  The  agency  retains  a  portion  of  its  revenue  to  cover  its 
expenses  and  gives  the  rest  to  the  U.S.  Treasury.  It  gets  no  appropriations  from 
Congress  and  is  vulnerable  to  changes  in  the  financial  markets. 

The  Mint  will  take  in  approximately  1.8  billion  in  revenue  in  2001,  about  800 
million  less  than  last  year’s  figure,  Kilboume  said.  Last  year,  the  Mint  made 
about  24  billion  new  coins,  but  low  demand  during  2001  means  the  agency  will 
produce  only  16  billion  coins  for  2002. 

“The  economy  slowed  down  a  bit,  which  resulted  in  a  decrease  in  demand  for 
coins,”  Kilboume  said.  “We  revised  our  estimates  [for  coin  production] 
periodically  as  the  year  went  on,  and  decided  not  to  produce  as  many  coins  for 
next  year.  Like  any  business,  we  have  to  adjust  for  changes  in  demand.” 

The  Mint  employs  seasonal  and  temporary  workers  as  needed  to  keep  pace  with 
the  public  demand  for  coins.  More  than  2,800  employees  work  at  the  Mint’s 
headquarters  in  Washington,  D.C.  and  its  five  facilities  in  Denver,  San 
Francisco,  Philadelphia,  West  Point,  N.Y  and  Fort  Knox,  Ky. 

Although  Kilboume  did  not  have  specific  information  on  layoffs  at  the 
Washington  headquarters,  he  said  the  Philadelphia  and  San  Francisco  offices 
had  let  104  and  101  employees  go,  respectively.  About  40  employees  in  the 
agency’s  Denver  facility  lost  their  jobs. 

The  job  cuts  have  been  going  on  since  August,  starting  with  the  San  Francisco 
facility,  Kilboume  said.  The  agency  issued  a  report  to  employees  in  September 
that  outlined  next  year’s  revenue  projections  and  the  agency’s  reduced  coin 
production.  “We  are  keeping  all  employees  informed  as  we  go  along,” 
Kilboume  said.  “We  didn’t  talk  specifically  about  employment,  but  we 
provided  an  overview  of  where  we  are  and  the  changes  that  are  coming.” 

Brought  to  you  by  GovExec.com 


THE  GREEKS  OF  THE  BLACK  SEA 


By  Robert  Hoge 

The  Crimea  (cry-MEE-ah).  If  we  hear  this  word  at  all  today,  it  might 
be  in  the  context  of  the  poem,  “The  Charge  of  the  Light  Brigade,”  or  the 
place  where  Florence  Nightingale  pioneered  the  modem  nursing  profession- 
both  during  the  abortive  Crimean  War  of  the  19th  century.  But  long,  long 
ago  it  was  the  home  of  far-flung  colonies  of  the  Ancient  Greeks  living  in  the 
great  delta  of  the  Ukraine,  extending  into  the  north  of  the  Black  Sea. 

Even  in  the  dawn  of  history,  the  Greeks  realized  the  enormous 
potential  of  the  Ukrainian  steppe,  and  they  established  a  number  of  trading 
outposts  among  the  mostly  nomadic  peoples  of  the  region.  They  saw  this  as 
a  profitable-if  distant-area  for  expansion  and  trade. 

The  Greek  trading  cities  issued  handsome  series  of  coins  from  the  5th 
to  the  1st  centuries  B.C.,  but  these  towns  disappeared,  leaving  almost  no 
other  trace.  Most  of  their  coins  are  copper,  including  cast  pieces  of  large 
size  and  unusual  shape,  but  silver  and  gold  issues  also  exist. 

Perhaps  the  greatest  of  the  Greek  cities  on  the  northern  coast  of  the 
Black  Sea  was  the  one  named  at  different  times  for  both  the  gods  Pan  and 
Apollo-it  was  known  as  bothe  Apollonia  (ah-poh-LOW-nee-ah)  and 
Pantikapaion  (pahn-tee-kah-PIE-on).  In  fact,  representations  of  Pan 
typically  occurred  on  coins  shuck  in  this  remote  district.  (By  the  way,  he 
was  the  frightful  primitive  god  of  the  woods,  from  whose  name  we  derive 
the  word  “panic.”) 

Although  modem  Russian  and  Ukrainian  archaeologists  have 
conducted  extensive  research  in  the  area,  few  remains  of  the  Crimean 
Greeks  seem  to  have  survived.  Fortunately,  coins-those  small,  monetary 
reminders-have  remained  to  give  us  some  idea  of  the  wealth  and 
transmission  of  culture  that  must  have  characterized  this  obsure  but 
fascinating  time  and  place  in  history. 


This  article  came  from  the  "Money  Talk"  series  program  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association.  This 
program  was  underwritten  by  Whitman  Coin  Products,  a  division  of  Golden  Books. 
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THE  GREAT  WHITE  FLEET 


By  Thomas  LaMarre 

President  Teddy  Roosevelt  called  them  “heralds  of  peace.”  But  when 
they  starred  on  a  commemorative  medal,  they  also  became  works  of  art. 

It  was  on  December  16,  1907  that  a  fleet  of  sixteen  United  States 
battleships  sailed  from  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  to  begin  a  world  tour. 
Because  of  their  dazzling  color,  they  were  known  as  the  “Great  White 
Fleet.” 


Officially,  their  mission  was  billed  as  a  “goodwill”  voyage.  But  it 
also  served  as  a  warning  to  Japan  during  a  period  of  tense  relations  between 
the  two  countries.  At  issue  was  America’s  restrictive  immigration  policy 
and  the  exclusion  of  Japanese  children  from  California’s  public  schoois. 

Roosevelt  said  he  decided  to  send  the  American  fleet  across  the 
Pacific  and  then  around  the  world  to  show  that  the  United  States  desired 
peace,  but  was  not  in  the  least  afraid  of  war.  Never  one  to  let  Congressional 
debate  stand  in  his  way,  he  sent  the  fleet  on  its  way  and  left  it  up  to 
lawmakers  to  appropriate  enough  money  for  its  return. 

Despite  the  American  show  of  force,  Japan  gave  the  fleet  a  warm 
welcome.  So  did  New  Zealand,  Australia,  the  Philippines  and  China.  The 
ships  arrived  home  safely  in  February  1909.  No  one  was  more  delighted 
than  Roosevelt.  He  called  the  voyage  the  most  important  service  he 
rendered  to  the  peace  effort.  And  to  commemorate  its  success,  he  had  the 
Mint  strike  a  special  medal. 

One  side  pictured  Roosevelt.  The  other  side  showed  Columbia  having 
farewell  to  the  fleet  as  it  sailed  from  Hampton  Roads.  Like  the  ‘round-the- 
world  voyage,  the  medal  was  a  success.  In  a  letter  to  Roosevelt,  the  Mint 
Director  reported  that  scores  of  orders  had  come  in  from  across  the  country, 
proving  the  Americans  could  be  interested  in  medallic  art. 

This  article  came  from  the  " Money  Talk"  series  program  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association.  This 
program  was  underwritten  by  Whitman  Coin  Products,  a  division  of  Golden  Books. 
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CALENDAR 

Lincoln  Coin  Club,  Annual  Show,  Ramada  Inn  Airport,  Lincoln 
Fremont  Coin  Club,  Annual  Show,  City  Auditorium,  Fremont 


Mar.  9-10 
May  5 

May  18-19  NEBRASKA  NUMISMATIC  ASSOCIATION,  47™  ANNUAL 

CONVENTION,  hosted  by  the  Platte  Valley  Coin  Club,  Holiday  Inn, 
1-80  &  Hwy  281,  Grand  Island,  NE 

FUTURE  N.  N.  A.  CONVENTIONS 

2003  —  Omaha,  hosted  by  the  Omaha  Coin  Club 

2004  — -  Fremont,  hosted  by  the  Fremont  Coin  Club 


CLUB  NEWS 

Attention  N.N.A.  Members 

If  you  have  a  “ 01 ”  behind  your  name  on  the  mailing  label,  and/or  a  yellow 
mailing  label .  It  is  time  to  renew  your  dues.  $3.00  for  one  year,  or  $10  for 
4  years.  Send  payment  to  N.N.A.,  P.O.  Box  82,  Omaha,  NE  68101-0082. 


Fremont  Coin  Club  -  Has  issued  two  special  wooden  nickels  to  help 
commemorate  the  club’s  43rd  annual  coin  show  scheduled  on  May  5,  2002. 
The  coin  show  will  be  held  at  the  Fremont  City  Auditorium  in  downtown 
Fremont.  The  wooden  nickel  in  black  features  the  above  information  on  one 
side  and  a  buffalo  on  the  other  side.  The  other  wooden  nickel  features  the 
show  information  on  one  side  in  brown  and  an  American  Indian  Head  on  the 
other  side.  The  commemorative  wooden  nickels  are  available  by  mail  at  250 
each  plus  a  Self  Addressed  Stamp  Envelope.  Send  payment  to:  Fremont 
Coin  Club,  c/o  William  H.  Passick,  1253  E.  19th  St.,  Fremont,  NE  68025- 
3268. 
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Statewide  Meeting  Nights 

Fremont  -  Fremont  Coin  Club,  3rd  Saturday,  The  Evangelical  Free  Church  Social  Hall, 
20th  &  Lincoln  Streets,  7:30  PM 

Grand  Island  -  Grand  Island  Coin  Club,  lsl  Monday,  Blue  Flame  Room,  Gas  Company 

Lincoln  -  Lincoln  Coin  Club,  2nd  Thursday,  Lee’s  Chicken,  on  W.  Van  Dorn,  7:30  PM 

Nebraska  City  -  Nebraska  City  Coin  Club,  3rd  Tuesday  in  Jan,  Feb,  May,  Sept,  Nov, 
Nebraska  City  Fire  Department  downtown,  7:00  PM 

North  Platte  -  Platte  Valley  Coin  Club,  3rd  Tuesday,  Northwestern  Public  Service 
Co.  “Blue  Flame  Room”  215  E.  5th  St,  7:30  PM 

Omaha  -  Omaha  Coin  Club,  3rd  Friday,  New  Cassel  Retire  Center’s  Auditorium, 

900  No.  90th  St.,  7:30  PM 

Omaha  -  SAC/Midwcst  Coin  Club  Coin  Club,  1st  Tuesday,  Denny’s  Restaurant,  84th  & 
1-80, 7:00  PM 

Scottsbluff  —  Oregon  Trail  Coin  Club,  2nd  Wednesday,  McDonald’s  Office, 

511  West  27th,  7:30  PM 

South  Sioux  City  -  Siouxland  coin  Club,  write  for  information;  901  S.  Cecelia, 

Sioux  City,  Iowa  5 1106 

Seward  -  Nebraska  Token  Collectors  Club,  2nd  Sunday,  Cattle  National  Bank  2:00  PM 

Wahoo  -  Wahoo  Coin  Club,  1st  Saturday,  Saunders  County  Historical  Museum, 

240  N.  Walnut,  8:00  PM 


NEBRASKA  NUMISMATIC  ASSOCIATION 


PRESIDENT: 
Jim  Crosby 
720  W.  Columbia 
Albion,  NE  68620 


Officers  &  Executive  Board 

2nd  VICE-PRESIDENT: 
Francis  McGovern 
6211  Surrey  Hills  Dr. 
Omaha,  NE  68122 


VICE-PRESIDENT 
M.  F.  Rumbaugh 
2316  W.  Oklahoma 
Grand  Island,  NE 


SECRETARY/TREASURER 
Steven  C.  Drake 
P.O.  Box  82 
Omaha,  NE  68101-0082 


OTHER  MEMBERS:  Cathy  Taysen,  Omaha;  Don  Hespe,  Leigh;  Tom  Hammond, 
North  Platte 
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